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The Redeemer
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Proclaiming Christ into the 21st Century

In my practice of reflective life these
days, I’ve read a story concerning a monas-
tery that had fallen upon hard times from
“The Different Drum: Community Making
and Peace” written by M. Scott Peace in
1987. I feel like it has a good message to
ponder. So, I would like to invite you all to
think with me by reading this story titled
“The Rabbi’s Gift.” It goes like this:

Once a great order, as a result of
waves of anti-monastic persecution in
the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries and the rise of secularism in
the nineteenth, all its branch houses
were lost and it had become decimated
to the extent that there were only five
monks left in the decaying mother
house: the abbot and four others, all
over seventy in age. Clearly it was A
PREAMBLE dying order.

In the deep woods surrounding the
monastery there was a little hut that a
rabbi from a nearby town occasionally
used for a hermitage. Through their
many years of prayer and
contemplation the old monks had
become a bit psychic, so they could
always sense when the rabbi was in his
hermitage. “The rabbi is in the woods,
the rabbi is in the woods again,” they
would whisper to each other. As he
agonized over the imminent death of
his order, it occurred to the abbot at
one such time to visit the hermitage
and ask the rabbi if by some possible
chance he could offer any advice that
might save the monastery.

The rabbi welcomed the abbot at his
hut. But when the abbot explained the

(cont on pg 2)
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purpose of his visit, the rabbi could
only commiserate with him. “I know
how it is,” he exclaimed. “The spirit
has gone out of the people. It is the
same in my town. Almost no one comes
to the synagogue anymore.” So the old
abbot and the old rabbi wept together.
Then they read parts of the Torah and
quietly spoke of deep things. The time
came when the abbot had to leave.
They embraced each other. “It has
been a wonderful thing that we should
meet after all these years,” the abbot

said, “but I have still failed in my
purpose for coming here. Is there
nothing you can tell me that would
help me save my dying order?”

“No, I am sorry,” the rabbi responded.
“I have no advice to give. The only
thing I can tell you is that the Messiah
is one of you.”

When the abbot returned to the
monastery, his fellow monks gathered
around him to ask, “Well, what did the
rabbi say?”

“He couldn’t help,” the abbot
answered. “We just wept and read the
Torah together. The only thing he did
say, just as I was leaving—it was
something cryptic—was that the
Messiah is one of us. I don’t know what
he meant.”

In the days and weeks and months that
followed, the old monks pondered this
and wondered whether there was any
possible significance to the rabbi’s
words. The Messiah is one of us?
Could he possibly have meant one of
us monks here at the monastery? If
that’s the case, which one? Do you
suppose he meant the abbot? Yes, if he
meant anyone, he probably meant
Father Abbot. He has been our leader
for more than a generation. On the
other hand, he might have meant
Brother Thomas. Certainly, Brother

(cont from pg 1)
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Thomas is a holy man. Everyone knows
that Thomas is a man of light.
Certainly he could not have meant
Brother Elred! Elred gets crotchety at
times. But come to think of it, even
though he is a thorn in people’s sides,
when you look back on it, Elred is
virtually always right. Often very right.
Maybe the rabbi did mean Brother
Elred. But surely not Brother Philip.
Philip is so passive, a real nobody. But
then, almost mysteriously, he has a gift
for somehow always being there when
you need him. He just magically
appears by your side. Maybe Philip is
the Messiah. Of course the rabbi didn’t
mean me. He couldn’t possibly have
meant me. I’m just an ordinary person.
Yet supposing he did? Suppose I am
the Messiah? O God, not me. I couldn’t
be that much for You, could I?

As they contemplated in this manner,
the old monks began to treat each
other with extraordinary respect on the
off chance that one among them might
be the Messiah. And on the off, off
chance that each monk himself might
be the Messiah, they began to treat
themselves with extraordinary respect.

Because the forest in which it was
situated was beautiful, it so happened
that people still occasionally came to
visit the monastery to picnic on its tiny
lawn, to wander along some of its
paths, even now and then to go into the

dilapidated chapel to meditate. As they
did so, without even being conscious of
it, they sensed this aura of
extraordinary respect that now began
to surround the five old monks and
seemed to radiate out from them and
permeate the atmosphere of the place.
There was something strangely
attractive, even compelling, about it.
Hardly knowing why, they began to
come back to the monastery more
frequently to picnic, to play, to pray.
They began to bring their friends to
show them this special place. And their
friends brought their friends.

Then it happened that some of the
younger men who came to visit the
monastery started to talk more and
more with the old monks. After a while,
one asked if he could join them. Then,
another. And another. So, within a few
years, the monastery had once again
become a thriving order and, thanks to
the rabbi’s gift, a vibrant center of
light and spirituality in the realm.

What  would  happen when we all received
the Rabbi’s gift with our open hearts at home, at
school, at work, and at church? I am thinking.
What do you think?

Ribbit!
~ Pastor Sunny~ Pastor Sunny~ Pastor Sunny~ Pastor Sunny~ Pastor Sunny
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Youth News
by Marianne Rogenski

ASP (Appalachia Service
Project)

Believe it or not it is already time to think
about the youth summer  mission trip 2014!
We will be going to West Virginia June 14-
21, 2014. If you are a high school student
(completed 8th grade by the summer-12th
grade) and would like to go on this trip,
please contact Marianne and attend our
meeting on October 8 from 7-8 p.m. If you
are an adult that would like to be a leader for
these youth please do the same!

KIVA microlending
For several years now the youth of ORUMC

have been lending microloans through an orga-
nization called KIVA (www.kiva.org). This
organization helps small business owners around
the world who would not otherwise be able to
obtain a loan. The youth of ORUMC enjoy
being a part of this process and we would like to
share our 2 most recent loans with you. You can
also look on the bulletin board to the right of the
church office window for the update.

On September 15 the youth chose to loan
$50 to Shelley in Zambia. Shelley is 31 years old

and sells mobile money transfers and airtime
credit. She will use the money from this loan to
help purchase a laptop so she can grow her
business. She lives with her mother and 4 sib-
lings and part of her earnings helps pay for her
sister to go to school.

On September 15 the youth also chose to
loan $50 to the Sembradores De Ejote Group
in Guatemala. One member of this group is
Sr. Baltazar. Sr. Baltazar is 26 years old and
married. Baltazar has three children, one of
whom is studying. He grows French green
beans and corn. Baltazar started his business
with a small amount of capital from his
savings and now he has six years of experi-
ence. He organized a group so that he could
request a loan. Baltazar will use the money to
buy supplies for growing green beans and
corn. In the future, he wants to have more
land for planting his crops. The other group
members also grow French green beans.

Youth Group (7th-12th grades):
October

6 Youth Group@ORUMC 6:30-8:30pm
13 Youth Group@ORUMC 6:30-8:30pm
20 Youth Group@ORUMC 6:30-8:30pm
27 Sr. High at Portillos 6:30-8:30pm

Jr. High to soup kitchen 1:30-8:30pm

On October 27, the Jr. high will be going
to the soup kitchen in Roger’s Park. Please
meet at ORUMC at 1:30pm. Bring money
for dinner at a fast food restaurant on the way
home. Pick up at ORUMC at 8:30pm. We do
need adults to drive—please talk to Marianne
if you are able to do this.
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On October 27, the Sr. high will be going to
Portillo’s on Barrington Road. Please drop off
and pick up at the restaurant and send money for
food.

November
3 Youth Group@ORUMC 6:30-8:30pm

10 Youth Group@ORUMC 6:30-8:30pm
17 Youth Group@ORUMC 6:30-8:30pm
24 Sr. High to soup kitchen 1:30-8:30pm

Jr. High to My Sweet Kake 6:30-
7:30pm

On  November 24  the  Sr. high will be
going to the soup kitchen in Roger’s Park.
Please meet at ORUMC at 1:30pm, bring
money for dinner at a fast food restaurant on
the way home, and pick up at ORUMC at
8:30pm. We do need adults to drive—please
talk to Marianne if you are able to do this.

On October 27, the Jr. high will be going
to My Sweek Kake on Roselle Road. Please
drop off and pick up at the restaurant and
bring money for food. Also, please note the
shortened time.

Education News

Grow, Proclaim, Serve:
Our  new Sunday  School  format  is

working very well!  It is exciting to see all of
the students together  learning, sharing, and
having tons of fun! Thank you to all who are
making this successful.

If  you   are   interested   in checking   out
what this is all about, go to
www.growproclaimserve.com     and   find
the Our Redeemer’s UMC community. There
are many resources on this website that are
relevant to what the children are doing in
Sunday School. There is also an app for
smartphones—check it out!

Youth mentors:
The jr. and sr. high students in our youth

group at ORUMC are going to be mentoring
the Sunday School children! This  is  going to
be very informal—we  are pairing one youth
with one or two children and that youth will
make sure to say hello to the child on Sunday
mornings and maybe ask the child a few
questions about how they are doing. It will
not be overwhelming or require additional
meetings for anyone, but it will be a great
way to build relationships in our church
family!

First Sundays:
During the past few years we have had the

children in worship on first Sundays. We are
going to change that this school year! Children

(cont on pg 6)
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David Kessler 10/16
Stephen Kessler 10/16
Jareth Gomes 10/18
Doug Rathje 10/21
Kelsey Gorvett 10/22
Kyle Huber 10/22
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will start in the sanctuary on the first Sundays,
they will watch the children’s choirs sing, and
then head back for Sunday School. No need to
worry about them missing communion—we will
be sharing the bread and the cup together during
Sunday School for 2 months and then the 3rd
month we will go into the sanctuary to have
communion with the whole church. We have
made this change for a few reasons. First, it is
hard to miss so much Sunday School each year
and  this  will eliminate that. Also, we are excited
about the ways that we will be able to teach the
children what it means to take communion...why
do we do what we do and say what we say?
Finally, we are excited to be able to break bread
within the Sunday School family that we are
building. If you have questions, please feel free
to ask Marianne!

Trunk or Treat
Join us for our first ever Trunk or Treat

event! For this fun evening we are looking
for adults to decorate the trunks of their cars
and hand out candy from them. It would be
great if the adults would also dress up, but
that is up to you! We will have Trunk or Treat
on Friday, October 25. If you are going to
hand out candy please arrive at 7:00pm to
park and get ready. Children (and their par-
ents) should arrive at 7:30pm dressed in
costume and ready for the fun! We will also
have a campfire and hot cider. All festivities
will end at 8:30pm. This event if for the WHOLE
community so please invite your friends and

neighbors! There will be an event board in the
narthex with tons of info and a sign-up sheet for
people who wish to hand out candy. Please sign
up by October 13.

Do you have an idea for family outings or
events? The education committee would love
to hear any ideas or suggestions you may
have! Please talk to Marianne.

Kids Hope at Blackwell School
We begin mentoring children at Blackwell

School the first week of October. Mentors
commit to spending one hour per week with
their mentees throughout the school year. This is
an incredible experience. If you would like to be
a mentor, it is not too late! Please speak to
Marianne Rogenski or Ron Gorvett.

Thank you to all who donated school sup-
plies in August and food in September for the
school—they are thrilled to have this partner-
ship with us and we look forward to many more
ways to serve the staff and students in the future!

(cont from pg 5)

Charge Conference
Thursday, October 24, 7:00 p.m.

The Charge Conference is the annual church
conference officiated by the District Superin-
tendent or Elder Pastor in the United Methodist
Church. All members and friends of Our
Redeemer’s are invited.
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UMM
Pizza
Sale
Pickup
October 13

The United Methodist Men are now taking
orders for pizza to be available for pickup at
church on Sunday, October 13.

Please order in advance, so we can be sure
to have your favorite pizza in stock.

United Methodist Men
Pizza Meeting
Saturday, Oct 12, 8:00 a.m.

All men of Our Redeemer’s are invited to
attend our monthly meeting at 8:00 a.m. on
Saturday, October 12. We  will  have a brief
continental breakfast and then  assemble  pizzas
instead of our normal business meeting.

Hello from the Stewardship
Committee

Our Fall Campaign kicked off on Sep-
tember 15 and is scheduled to run through
our Sunday services on October 27. This
year’s campaign theme is “Living Your Com-
mitment to Christ” and we are using Bob
Crossman’s booklet titled – “Six Steps to a
Generous Life” as a guide.  The booklets
were passed out during the September 15
service. If you didn’t get one please ask an
usher for a copy on Sunday – they’ll have a
copy for you to take and read.

Each Sunday we’ve planned a “Steward-
ship Reflection Moment” between the read-
ing of the Scriptures and the Message.  A
member of our congregation will reflect on
how prayer, Bible reading, church atten-
dance, witnessing, financial giving and hands-
on service have strengthened their relation-
ship with Christ.  We urge each of you to read
the booklet and take a moment to reflect on
your spiritual journey.  The booklet is a quick
read and thought provoking!

On October 21 we will be mailing every
member a letter along with a 2014 pledge
card.  The cards can be mailed back to the
church or there will be time designated at the
end of each service on October 27 for each
member to turn in their pledge – more on that
in the letter being sent out.

Also, on October 27 we plan to show a
remake of a video produced by Dann &
Peggy Gire for our 1993 Stewardship Cam-
paign.  The theme of that year’s campaign

was “The Lost Pledge Card – Saving the Planet
ORUMC”.  This video actually won an interna-
tional award!

We thank each of you for all you do for our
church and look forward to having a great fall
campaign and to a God-filled 2014!

Your Stewardship Committee,
Joan McCoy, Greg Noxon, Terry
Kitchell, Roger Illg, Shelomi
Gomes,  Dan Murray
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Church Ladies Night Out
October 16, 6:00 p.m.

Join the church ladies Oct 16 at 6:00 p.m.
for an  evening  of  food and fellowship at
Mago Grill and Cantina at the Arboretum.

Call JoAnne Gregorash, 630-837-5155,
for information or if you need a ride.

Habitat
October 5,
7:00 a.m.

Grab your hammer and join the Habitat
gang at church October 5 at 7:00 a.m. We
will carpool to the Lake County Habitat site
and spend  the day helping work on  a Habitat
house. We return to church by 4:00 or 5:00
p.m.

Call Mert Rutledge, 630-289-4334, if
you have questions.

It used to be called “Group Bible Read-
ing,” but we’ve decided to change the group
name to “A Morning Cup of Scripture” be-
cause (1) we do have a cup of coffee/tea
always, and (2) we are starting New Testa-
ment with a New Aim.

Come and join us every Wednesday at
10:00 a.m. at the home of Inez Morgan.
Please speak to Jean Homeyer (224-520-
8195) or Inez Morgan (847-885-3280) for
more information.

UMM Retreat
October 18-19

All men of Our Redeemer’s are invited to
attend a retreat sponsored by our local United
Methodist Men’s group at Wesley Woods on
Friday, October 18 and Saturday, October 19.

We usually have a couple of groups going
up on Friday afternoon or evening and return
Saturday evening. You’ll be home in time for
dinner. There will be time for food, games,
fellowship and a  Bible study. We will be talking
about: Pentecost, a Personal Perspective.

The cost is $50 per person. Includes food
and bed.

If you are interested in the retreat or would
like more information, contact Steve Miller,
stevelmiller@gmail.com, 630-837-5205, or
Marshall Nystrom, mnystrom1@mac.com,
630-329-6184.
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The 12th Annual
Open Mic Night
Saturday, Nov 2,
7:00 pm

Mark your calendars now and start re-
hearsing!  This is a great night for the whole
ORUMC family.  Come out and sing, recite
a poem, dance, play an  instrument, tell  a
joke, or just watch and be entertained!  There
will be food, fun, and great acts for sure!
Coming soon…watch for our event wall in
the narthex for performer, volunteer, and
donation sign-up.

Questions?  Contact Gwyn Greenwalt
at jgreenwalt1@att.net or 847-884-1392.

Church Anniversary
Our Redeemer’s will be celebrating its

50th anniversary in 2014. A committee has
been assembled to help plan the celebration.
If you like to party, and would like to help
plan, contact Bruce Bedingfield, 847-934-
6410.

If you have pictures or slides that help
show the history of Our Redeemer’s, please
contact Jerry McDaniel, 847-895-7385.
Your images will be scanned and returned to
you.

Social Justice Sunday
October 20

Social Justice Sunday is October 20. The
message on that Sunday will focus on social
justice within the frame of Committed to
Christ in service. The members of Micah
Ministries will speak about social justice
ministries at our church, share how commit-
ted we are to Christ as a church in service,
and invite you to join this journey toward
becoming deeply devoted disciples of Jesus
Christ.

Micah Ministries takes its name from
Micah 6:8 (NRSV): “He has told you, O
mortal, what is good;  and what does
the Lord require of you but to do justice, and
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God?”

Micah Ministries of ORUMC is commit-
ted to learning, educating and advocating for
social justice.  By addressing the root causes
of poverty, hunger and other forms of injus-
tice, Micah’s social justice ministries comple-
ments the church’s caring ministries which
provide for people’s immediate needs.

Currently, there are four main ministries
as part of Micah Ministries: Heifer, Fair
Trade Coffee, Bread for the World and (new)
the Faith in Action Team.

Please come on October 20 to learn more
about these ministries and social justice.
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Community
Crisis
Center

Gently used heavy winter coats for all mem-
bers of a family as well as hats, gloves, scarves,
and boots are needed for the Annual Coat Give
Away. The Give Away starts in October and
ends in February.

The Crisis Center Food Pantry is always in
need of canned fruit, canned meat meals, beef
stew, chili, ravioli, etc. Also cereal/oatmeal,
jelly, peanut butter, mac & cheese, pork &
beans, powdered milk, saltine crackers, soup/
Ramen noodles, spaghetti/marinara sauce,
Spaghettio type canned items, tuna, and hand
can openers.

The Crisis Center is still in need of Back to
School Supplies: folders (2 pocket/solid color),
spiral notebooks (one subject, wide rule/solid
colors only), pencils (10 count standard #2
yellow wood), black pens, scissors(gender-
neutral color), glue sticks  (0.21oz), rulers  (wood
or gender-neutral color), crayons (24 pack/
Crayola preferred), and gender-neutral back-
packs.

Please leave all items for the Crisis center in
the CCC bin in the Narthex cabinet (the bin is
labeled).

Your generosity is very   much  appreciated!

Substitute Adult Nursery
Caregivers Needed for
Sunday Services

ORUMC is looking for adult substitute
nursery care-persons to be on a calling list
to help out as needed in the nursery for either
Sunday Services. (Adult  substitute nursery
care-persons need to be 18 years old or
older.)

Nursery care-persons will be paid $15
an hour and will  be required to be in the
nursery from 8:45am to 10:15am (for the
9am Sunday Service), or from 10:15am to
11:45am (for the 10:30am Sunday Service).
Adequate notice of services required will be
given to the substitute care-persons on the
calling list.

All prospective care-persons need to at-
tend a Safe Sanctuary meeting, which will be
held after church services on a pre-arranged
date. The meeting will take about ½ hour and
is to inform prospective care-persons about
the Safe Sanctuary policy of ORUMC. Also,
at ORUMC’s cost, background checks will
be done on all nursery care-person appli-
cants.

If you are interested in being a Substitute
Nursery Care-Person for our church, please
contact Shelomi Gomes at: 847-466-9736,
or email at: home1@spiculum.net.
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Community Prayer
The  following  prayers  were presented

by  Jill Wood-Naatz,  liturgist  at   10:30   Sept
15.

Lord, we come to you each with concerns
on our hearts. We confess that we have not
been all you expect us to be. And we ask your
forgiveness. Keep our hearts and minds tuned
to you that we might hear what you have to
say to us. Lord, we thank you for the bless-
ings  of this week. And we pray for strength
for the difficult times.  You must be looking
at this world you created with great sadness.
It seems that war and conflict surround us all.
You told us “vengeance is mine”. Save us
from the vengeance in our hearts.

Save us from our desire to hurt
as we have been hurt,

To punish as we have been punished,
To terrorize as we have been terrorized.

Give us the strength it takes
to listen rather than to judge,

to trust rather than to fear,
to try again and again

to make peace
even when peace eludes us.

We ask, O God, for the grace
 to be our best selves.
We ask for the vision

to be builders of the human
rather than its destroyers.

We ask for the humility as a people
to understand the fears and hopes

of other peoples.

We ask for the love it takes
to bequeath to the children of the world

more than the failures of our own making.
We ask for the heart it takes

to care for all the peoples of the world.

Give us the depth of soul, O God,
to constrain our might,

 to resist the temptations of power,
to understand that vengeance begets

violence,
and to bring peace—not war

wherever we go.

And we know Lord, that peace in the
world

 begins with peace in our hearts.
We pray today for that peace,

through Jesus Christ.
Amen

Offering Prayer

Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love.

Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is doubt, faith.

Where there is despair, hope.
Where there is darkness, light.

And where there is sadness, joy.

May our offering help to bring
hope, light, joy, peace, and  love

to those who receive it.

We pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen
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Personal Notes

Dear Friends at Our
Redeemer’s,

The family of Harry Schlinker wants to
extend our sincere thanks to everyone that
participated in our father’s celebration; both
the visitation and church service.

Our thanks to Sunny and Ron for the
planning  of  the service on short  notice. The
choir was beautiful, no dry eye in the place.
The celebration of his life was everything we
hoped it would be. Thank you ladies, for the
luncheon after the service.

Our heartfelt thanks to all.
Laura Grund

Dear Friends of ORUMC,
Share my joy in the upcoming marriage of

my daughter, Regina Byrnes, to Mark Piper,
Sunday, October 5 at 12:30 p.m.

The wedding mass is at St. John the Evan-
gelist Catholic Church on Park Blvd south of
Schaumburg Rd in Streamwood.

There will be an open house at my home,
2:00 to 5:30 p.m. at 208 Dato Dr in
Streamwood.

Thank you,
Sophie Byrnes

Picnic Thanks
Heartfelt Thank-You to ALL PEOPLE

who led the church potluck picnic on Sep-
tember 8 at Our Redeemer’s! Thank you,
Susan Swartz, Penny Miller, Melissa Bland,
Stephanie Watson, Shelomi Gomes, Ronda
Wilkes, Pam Miller, Jerry McDaniel, Steve
Miller, Marshall Nystrom, Sung Ahn, Dan
Wilkes, Catharine K, Donna Echtner, and
all ladies who coordinated food and serving
lunch….and all those youth and their parents,
and Sunday school teachers for helping setup/
clean up…and all those who brought your
dishes to share. THANK YOU!

Anniversaries
Congratulations to Lee and Marilyn Gac

on their 48th anniversary and Joe and Nancy
Shallcross on their 55th anniversary.

Special Birthday
Happy Birthday to Leota Sahr on her

105th birthday September 26.

Baptism
Rylan Marie Herbig, daughter of Bryan

and Tiffany Herbig, grand daughter of Jim
Naatz and Jill Wood-Naatz, was baptized
August 25.
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